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Chapter 36 

 

Plate Numbers 27000-27999 

 

 

     Plate number 27000 was assigned to the 4c Lincoln coil stamp in July, 1961 and 

plate number 27999 was assigned to the 5c Washington sheet stamp in December, 1964.  

This 2 1/2 year period was very eventful for the U. S. stamp collector with most of the 

action centered around the commemorative stamps.  The Nursing stamp of 1961 had 

difficult plate number combinations which caused a furor.  Then the 1962 Dag 

Hammarskjold invert stamp was found.  January 7, 1963 saw the domestic letter rate 

increase to 5c and 8c for air mail.  All of this turmoil made for an interesting time to 

collect plate numbers. 

 

     The 6th Bureau series, the Liberty series regular issue, was the definitive series of 

this section.  But changes began in 1963 with stamps which did not appear to be part of 

the Liberty series.  The rate change in 1963 saw issuance of the 1c Jackson and 5c 

Washington stamps which were designated as series of 1963.  For convenience, I have 

included them as part of the Liberty series, but some collectors may prefer them to stand 

alone.  The first flag definitive appeared in 1963 and is not part of the Liberty series.  

For the first time, we have definitive stamps that are not part of a larger group.  Most of 

the sheet stamp plates are easy to find, the exception being plates 27090 and 27091 on 

the 2.5c Bunker Hill stamp.  These numbers are tough and it is surprising to me, with all 

of the plate number collectors searching during this time, that three of the eight 

positions of these two plates are still unreported.  The 5c Washington sheet stamp has 

two tough numbers, 27866-7, and these are hard to find.  The booklet plates are not easy 

but the real tough problems are with the 432 subject coils.  169 of the 451 regular issue 

plates to press are unreported, all coils.  The new 5c Washington booklet is interesting, 

with three different slogans appearing during the life of the booklet, and all are found in 

the 27000 section. 

 

     Collecting matched sets of commemorative stamps was routine until the Nursing 

stamp which was issued December 28, 1961.  This stamp required two passes through 

the Giori press which resulted in two plate numbers on each sheet.  Collectors learned 

early on that this would be trouble.  The BEP and post office said there were 12 

combinations available with 5 common and 7 difficult.  Collectors found the 5 common 

combinations, but they also discovered that 5 combinations were extremely scarce and 

that two combinations were rare.  Hundreds or maybe thousands of collectors began 

screaming about the problems locating the combinations.  An article in the 

SPECIALIST said that no stamp had ever caused the furor that the Nursing stamp had.  

The post office ordered the BEP to print additional quantities of the scarce 

combinations and they did except for combinations including plate 27099 which had 

already been cancelled.  I remember making trips to the philatelic window in Dallas and 

buying sheets of what had been scarce to rare combinations. 
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     The next stamp made national news when it was released on the day that John Glenn 

orbited the earth in the Project Mercury capsule.  The BEP had printed and distributed 

this stamp with cold war security in place and postmasters were instructed to open the 

packages and place the stamps on sale on the day of the event.  I learned about this in 

my local newspaper which had a picture of a smiling patron as he held up a sheet of the 

new stamp. 

 

     The next commemorative stamp to make two passes through the Giori press was the 

Dag Hammarskjold stamp of 1962.  A sheet was found with one plate inverted in 

relation to the other.  Collectors were stunned when the post office ordered the BEP to 

print additional quantities of the invert.  And the BEP used all of the plate number 

combinations of the original printings on the invert.  The original finder was left with a 

pane of stamps worth only $2.00.   

 

     A tradition was started with the 4c Christmas stamp of 1962.  This proved to be so 

popular that it became an annual tradition.  422 commemorative plates were assigned 

with 330 going to press and all of the plates are easy to find. 

 

     The air mail stamps had 68 plates assigned and 44 to press with four 8c Capitol coil 

plates unreported.  The 8c Capitol booklet came in panes of 6 with 5 stamps and a 

slogan label.  3 different slogans appear on these booklets. 

 

     Two special delivery stamp plates and four postage due plates plus two plates for the 

testing coil stamp round out the 27000 section.  Plate number copies of the testing coil 

have been found but these seem to be scarce. 

 

     The 27000 section had 851 plates to press but 173 are unreported which makes a 

high completion percentage very difficult.  In fact, the 27000 section’s 173 unreported 

plates hold the record for the most unreported plates in any section in the entire plate 

number series.  The collector should not despair; since locating 600 of these plates 

should not be too hard.  This is a very colorful section and a collection mounted in plate 

number order makes an interesting display, especially with the invert stamp and the 

different denominations on the postage due plates.  The 28000 section has a lot of action  

and we will next look at these interesting plates. 

 



Chapter 36-27000

 27000 Series Totals
 

Series Subject Plate Type Assigned To Press Available Unreported I Have
 
(totals) 1000 851 851 172

6th Bureau Series (Liberty Series)
1954 1c Washington 400R 6 6 6 0
1954 1c Washington coil 432R 2 2 2 2
1954 2c Jefferson coil 432R 2 2 2 0
1954 2.5c Bunker Hill 400R 2 2 2 0
1954 3c Liberty 400R 28 28 28 0
1954 3c Liberty coil 432R 8 8 8 2
1954 4c Lincoln 400R 21 21 21 0
1954 4c Lincoln book 360R 4 4 4 0
1954 4c Lincoln coil 432R 64 63 63 48
1954 8c Pershing 400R 6 4 4 0
1954 10c Independence Hall 400R 4 4 4 0
1954 15c Jay 400R 2 2 2 0
1954 20c Monticello 400R 2 2 2 0
1954 40c Marshall 400R 2 2 2 0
1954 50c Anthony 400R 2 2 2 0
1954 $1 Henry 400R 2 2 2 0
1963 1c Jackson 400R 14 14 14 0
1963 1c Jackson coil 432R 8 6 6 3
1963 5c Washington 400R 74 64 64 0
1963 5c Washington book (6) 360R 4 0 0
1963 5c Washington book (5) slogan 1 360R 16 14 14 0
1963 5c Washington book (5) slogan 2 360R 18 18 18 0
1963 5c Washington book (5) slogan 3 360R 22 22 22 0
1963 5c Washington coil 432R 162 159 159 113

Special Definitives
1963 5c Flag 400R 27 18 18 0

Commemorative
1961 4c Naval Aviation 200R 4 4 4 0
1961 4c Remington 200R 7 4 4 0
1961 4c Workmen's Compensation 200R 4 4 4 0
1961 4c Sun Yat-Sen 200R 4 4 4 0
1961 4c Basketball 200R 4 4 4 0
1961 4c Nurse center 200R 5 4 4 0
1961 4c Nurse frame 200R 7 4 4 0
1962 4c Project Mercury 200R 8 6 6 0
1962 4c New Mexico 200R 7 4 4 0
1962 4c Arizona 200R 8 4 4 0
1962 4c Malaria Eradication 200R 7 4 4 0
1962 4c Homestead Act 200R 4 4 4 0
1962 4c Seattle Fair 200R 9 7 7 0
1962 4c Louisiana Statehood 200R 7 6 6 0
1962 4c C. E. Hughes 200R 4 4 4 0
1962 4c Shiloh 200R 4 4 4 0
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1962 4c Girl Scouts 200R 4 4 4 0
1962 4c Hammarskjold I 200R 7 4 4 0
1962 4c Hammarskjold II 200R 5 4 4 0
1962 4c McMahon 200R 4 4 4 0
1962 4c Rayburn 200R 7 6 6 0
1962 4c Apprenticeship Act 200R 4 4 4 0
1962 4c Higher Education I 200R 5 4 4 0
1962 4c Higher Education II 200R 5 4 4 0
1962 4c Christmas 400R 7 6 6 0
1962 4c Winslow Homer 200R 8 6 6 0
1963 5c Emancipation I 200R 9 4 4 0
1963 5c Emancipation II 200R 9 4 4 0
1963 5c North Carolina 200R 7 6 6 0
1963 5c Gettysburg 200R 7 6 6 0
1963 5c Food For Peace 200R 8 6 6 0
1963 5c West Virginia 200R 7 6 6 0
1963 5c Alliance For Progress 200R 7 6 6 0
1963 5c Christmas 400R 18 17 17 0
1963 5c Audubon 200R 7 6 6 0
1963 5c City Delivery 200R 7 6 6 0
1963 5c E. Roosevelt 200R 4 4 4 0
1963 5c Sciences 200R 7 6 6 0
1963 5c Cordell Hull 200R 4 4 4 0
1963 5c Red Cross 200R 10 8 8 0
1963 5c Sam Houston 200R 4 4 4 0
1964 5c John Muir 200R 6 4 4 0
1964 5c Russell 200R 13 6 6 0
1964 5c New Jersey 200R 8 4 4 0
1964 5c New York Fair 200R 4 4 4 0
1964 5c Battle of the Wilderness 200R 8 6 6 0
1964 5c Nevada 200R 5 4 4 0
1964 5c Kennedy 200R 24 12 12 0
1964 5c American Music 200R 7 6 6 0
1964 5c Register & Vote 200R 7 6 6 0
1964 5c Shakespeare 200R 4 4 4 0
1964 5c Christmas 200R 31 29 29 0
1964 5c Mayo 200R 4 4 4 0
1964 5c Amatuer Radio 200R 4 4 4 0
1964 5c Homemakers 200R 8 6 6 0
1964 5c Fine Arts I 200R 5 4 4 0
1964 5c Fine Arts II 200R 5 4 4 0
1964 5c Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 200R 4 4 4 0
1965 5c New Orleans 200R 7 6 6 0
1965 5c Physical Fitness 200R 4 3 3 0

Special Purpose Issues
1958 7c Jet 400R 4 4 4 0
1963 6c Eagle 400R 4 2 2 0
1963 8c Capitol 400R 19 10 10 0
1963 8c Capitol book slogan 1 360R 6 4 4 0
1963 8c Capitol book slogan 2 360R 2 2 2 0
1963 8c Capitol book slogan 3 360R 9 6 6 0
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1963 8c Capitol coil 432R 10 6 6 4
1963 15c Blair 200R 4 2 2 0
1963 8c Earhart 200R 5 4 4 0
1964 8c Goddard 200R 5 4 4 0

1954 30c Special Delivery 200R 2 2 2 0

1959 Postage Due 400R 4 4 4 0

Dummy coil 432R 2 2 2 0
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