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Chapter 23 

 

Plate Numbers 16000-16999 

 

 

     The 1c Franklin started the 16000 series by being assigned to a flat plate in July, 

1924.  Plate 16999 was assigned to the 1.5c Harding side coil stamp in March, 1925.  

Plate impression figures are available for many of the plates in the 16000 section and it 

is interesting to note that the flat plates produced roughly 40,000 impressions each 

while the rotaries printed over 100,000 impressions.  It is good that the rotaries were so 

efficient, otherwise we would have many more elusive coil plates to chase.  The 4th 

Bureau series flat press plates dominate this section.  A new value, the 1.5c Harding 

stamp, was issued during this section.  The rotary press did mainly coil duty.  The 

Norse-American and Lexington commemoratives made their appearance as did a new 

special delivery denomination. 

 

     An end of an era was reached with the 1c Franklin as the last of the flat plates of the 

1c regular issues went to press in this section.  59 1c Franklin flat plates went to press.  

The last plate, 16571, had only 2000 impressions and is rare with 1 report.  Another late 

plate, 16562, had 3425 impressions and is unreported.  The other 57 can be found, but 

not too easily.  Only eleven 1c rotary plates went to press and all are common.  Sixteen 

1c coils went to press and eight are unreported; the others are scarce.  Collectors no 

longer have coil waste to help with the coil plate numbers.   

 

     The new stamp in the 4th Bureau series was the 1.5c Harding and 66 flat and 16 

rotary plates went to press.  Both of these groups are tough to complete.  The flat plate 

16937 had only 2000 impressions and 3 reports in the plate survey.  Check precancels 

for the rotary plates since some may be available only that way.  26 Harding coil plates 

went to press with 5 unreported.  These are not as tough as the 1c Franklin coils to 

locate, probably since they were around in the post offices for a longer period of time. 

 

     The 2c Washington was the major user of plates in the 16000 section with 292 flat 

and 16 rotary sheet plates to press.  There are bumps in this road to completing this 

group plates.  Fifty-three 2c booklet plates went to press and a few of these are quite 

tough to locate.  The biggest problem is the coil stamp.  86 plates went to press and 52 

are unreported.  The rest must be really tough.  I have not found even one in years of 

looking.   

 

     The 3c Lincoln sent 18 plates to press and these present no problems.  But the 3c coil 

is tough with 2 plates to press, 1 unreported.  The 4c Martha Washington finished its 

career on the flat press with 12 plates to press.  Plate 16369 is rare with 750 impressions 

and only 1 report.  Four 4c rotary plates went to press and these are easy.  The 8c Grant 

had a whopping 28 plates sent to press.  Plate 16796 had only 2275 impressions and 

was unreported  for almost 50 years until 2 plate singles were found and I believe both 

are precancels.  Other high value plates went to press but pose no difficulties. 
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     The 16000 series of plate numbers saw the introduction of the flat press star plates 

with wider spacings in the vertical gutters.  After initial experiments with an 

intermediate spacing (2c plates 16505-08), a set of plates was made with a wider 

spacing (2c plates 16656-59).  These plates had no special identifying markings.  

Subsequent wide gauge 2c plates were almost all marked with a start in the margin to 

ensure proper perforation, and this marking persisted until the end of the 2c Washington 

flat plate printing.  One plate (16758) had a small star in the top position of the upper 

right pane.  Plates 16741, 16761, and 16787 had a large six point star in the top position 

of the upper right pane.  Seven plates were made with a large five point star in the top 

position of the upper right pane.  Plate 16788 had a large five point star below the side 

plate number of the upper right pane.  This was to become the standard location of the 

star.  One 8c Grant star plate was made (16796) and the proof sheet shows a six point 

star to the left of the top plate number on the upper right pane.  No star copies of this 

plate number have been found.  The stars are located in the margins on a stamp adjacent 

to the stamp with the plate number so a plate number pair is the smallest unit showing 

the star and the plate number.   

  

     The 2c and 5c Norse-American commemoratives appeared toward the end of the 

16000 section along with the 3 Lexington stamps.  A total of 23 plates is available and 

all are common. 

 

     The 10c special delivery saw 8 plates to press and these can be troublesome to 

locate.  A new 15c special delivery was issued with 8 plates and these are much easier 

to find. 

 

     The 16000 section had 869 plates to press and 69 were unreported.  But most of 

these plates exist in quantities large enough to make the common plates easy to find.  

The challenge lies with the known tough numbers, and those coil plates.  The ambitious 

collector should be able to locate 700 plates before approaching the brick wall.  The 

rotary press is becoming more of a factor in stamp production now at the BEP.  The 4c, 

5c, 6c, and 10c stamps made their appearance on this press.  It appears that this 

production method is almost ready to assume the major workload at the Bureau.  Will it 

happen in the 17000 section?  The next chapter will tell the tale. 

 



Chapter 23-16000

 16000 Series Totals
 

Series Subject Plate Type Assigned To Press Available Unreported I Have
 
(totals) 1000 869 869 69

4th Bureau Series
1922 1c Franklin 400F 79 59 59 1
1922 1c Franklin 400R 12 11 11 0
1922 1c Franklin book 360F 20 0 0 0
1922 1c Franklin coil 170R 21 16 16 8
1922 1.5c Harding 400F 76 66 66 0
1922 1.5c Harding 400R 16 16 16 0
1922 1.5c Harding coil 170R 26 26 26 5
1922 2c Washington 400F 292 292 292 0
1922 2c Washington 400R 16 16 16 0
1922 2c Washington book 360F 56 53 53 0
1922 2c Washington coil 170R 88 86 86 52
1922 3c Lincoln 400F 24 18 18 0
1922 3c Lincoln coil 170R 2 2 2 1
1922 4c M. Washington 400F 12 12 12 0
1922 4c M. Washington 400R 4 4 4 0
1922 5c Roosevelt 400F 12 12 12 0
1922 5c Roosevelt 400R 11 9 9 0
1922 5c Roosevelt coil 170R 4 4 4 0
1922 6c Garfield 400F 13 10 10 0
1922 6c Garfield 400R 2 2 2 0
1922 7c McKinley 400F 20 20 20 0
1922 8c Grant 400F 32 28 28 0
1922 10c Monroe 400F 28 28 28 0
1922 10c Monroe 400R 2 2 2 0
1922 10c Monroe coil 170R 4 4 4 2
1922 11c Hayes 400F 4 4 4 0
1922 12c Cleveland 400F 6 5 5 0
1922 14c Indian 400F 1 1 1 0
1922 20c Golden Gate 400F 4 4 4 0
1922 25c Niagara Falls 400F 4 4 4 0
1922 30c Bison 400F 8 8 8 0

Commemorative
1925 2c Norse frame 100F 7 4 4 0
1925 2c Norse center 100F 5 4 4 0
1925 5c Norse frame 100F 10 4 4 0
1925 5c Norse center 100F 8 4 4 0
1925 1c Lexington 200F 10 4 4 0
1925 2c Lexington 200F 11 7 7 0
1925 5c Lexington 200F 6 4 4 0

Special Purpose Issues
1922 10c Special Delivery 200F 8 8 8 0
1922 15c Special Delivery 200F 36 8 8 0
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